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What would it have been like to be present at the birth of Jesus? The characters of Jesus’ 
birth may be familiar to us by now— we know them well, but do we really know their 
stories? What surprises you? Or encourages, challenges and intrigues you? This is an 
opportunity to consider the stories of those who God chose to be a part of His Amazing 
Story, and what we might learn about the baby in the manger from their responses to the 
arrival of the newborn King. Let’s look at Mary, Elizabeth, Zechariah, John, Joseph, the 
Angels and Shepherds, Wisemen and Roman officials and leaders. 

Now, what about you? We sing on Good Friday, “were you there when they crucified my 
Lord?” Today, what if we were to ask, “Were you there when they glorified my Lord? Were 
you there when they laid him the straw? Were you there when Jesus Christ was born?


